CHAPTER X.

IN   COURT   LIVERY.
IS78-IS80.

N the summer of 1578 Philip
Sidney was appointed to some
office under Queen Elizabeth.
As there is no record on the
subject, the office was proba-
bly of a trivial sort, one of the
several small sinecures or mere-
ly ceremonial posts, such as that of cupbearer, or
gentleman-in-waiting, which were bestowed upon
him in common with other courtiers whose attend-
ance her Majesty was anxious to ensure by putting
them in dignified livery. Whatever it was, Hubert
Languet overrated its importance. " Before/' he
wrote on the i6th of July, " I was fearful lest the
ardour of youth should suggest some rash project,
and fate snatch you from your country and your
friends to bring you to an inglorious end ; for I heard
talk about distant voyages and Belgian soldiering.
But now that you are no longer your own master,
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